
The Rapture Mystery 

1 Corinthians 15:51-58 



I. Not All Christians Will Die (v. 51) 

A. “We shall not all sleep” - Sleep here refers to 
death. 

- 1 Thess. 4:13, But I do not want you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning those who 
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others 
who have no hope.  

- 2 Cor. 5:8, We are confident, yes, well pleased 
rather to be absent from the body and to be 
present with the Lord. 



I. Not All Christians Will Die                                                         

B. Man has an appointment with death. 

- Heb. 9:27, And as it is appointed for men to die 
once, but after this the judgment… 

- Jude 14-15a, Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied about these men also, saying, 
“Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of 
His saints, 15to execute judgment on all, to 
convict all who are ungodly among them of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have committed 
in an ungodly way… 



I. Not All Christians Will Die                                                                          

C. The battle against death has always been 
and still is.  

- Psalm 90:10 The days of our lives are seventy 
years; And if by reason of strength they are 
eighty years, Yet their boast is only labor and 
sorrow; For it is soon cut off, and we fly 
away. 



I. Not All Christians Will Die.           

D. At Christ’s return, living believers, will not die. 

- 1 Thess. 4:16-17, For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. 
And the dead in Christ will rise first.  

- 17Then we who are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always 
be with the Lord 

E. Caught up to Him without physical death!  
Hallelujah! 



II. All Christians Will be Different. 

A. “We shall all be changed” 

B. Changed for this wonderful trip to Heaven. 

C. Both dead and living saints shall be changed 
(v.52)  

- 1 John 3:2, Beloved, now we are children of 
God; and it has not yet been revealed what 
we shall be, but we know that when He is 
revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is.  



II. All Christians Will be Different                                                           

D. No more corruption (decay) (vv.53-54).  

E. No more mortality  

 Rev. 21:4  “And God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes; there shall be no more 
death, nor sorrow, nor crying.  There shall be 
no more pain for the former things have 
passed away.” 

F. This miracle accomplished in a twinkling of 
an eye. 



1 Cor. 15:51b -52  

We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed—52in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, and the dead will be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  

Job 14:14, If a man dies, shall he live again? All 
the days of my hard service I will wait,   Till 
my change comes.. 



III. All Christians Should be Diligent 
Till He Comes. 

A. Diligent in view of these blessings. (v. 58)  
- 1 Cor. 15:35-38; But someone will say, “How are 

the dead raised up? And with what body do they 
come?”  

- 36Foolish one, what you sow is not made alive 
unless it dies.  

- 37And what you sow, you do not sow that body 
that shall be, but mere grain—perhaps wheat or 
some other grain.  

- 38But God gives it a body as He pleases, and to 
each seed its own body. 



1 Cor. 15:42-44  

So also is the resurrection of the dead. The 
body is sown in corruption, it is raised in 
incorruption.  

43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in power.  

44It is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body. There is a natural body, and 
there is a spiritual body. 



III. All Christians Should be Diligent 
Till He Comes.  

B. Our great victory is through Christ.  

- v.57, But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C. We must be steadfast and unmovable in the 
faith (V.58). 



2 Peter 3:11-14 

Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought you to be in holy 
conduct and godliness, 12looking for and 
hastening the coming of the day of God, because 
of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on 
fire, and the elements will melt with fervent 
heat? 

13Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look 
for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells.  

14Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these 
things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, 
without spot and blameless;  



III. All Christians Should be Diligent 
Till He Comes. 

D. We must always be abounding in the work of 
the Lord. 

- 1 Thess. 5:8-10, But let us who are of the day be 
sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.  

9For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to 
obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 10who died for us, that whether we 
wake or sleep, we should live together with 
Him. 



Hebrews 10:24 - 25 

And let us consider one another in order to stir 
up love and good works, 25not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as is the 
manner of some, but exhorting one another, 
and so much the more as you see the Day 
approaching.  



Matthew 24:30-31 

30Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.  
31And He will send His angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they will gather 
together His elect from the four winds, from 
one end of heaven to the other  



Luke 21:34-36 

“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be 
weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, 
and cares of this life, and that Day come on you 
unexpectedly.  

35For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell 
on the face of the whole earth. 

36Watch therefore, and pray always that you 
may be counted worthy to escape all these 
things that will come to pass, and to stand 
before the Son of Man.”  

E. It will be worth it all when we see Christ. 



Matthew 24:42-44 

Watch therefore, for you do not know 
what hour your Lord is coming.  

43But know this, that if the master of the house 
had known what hour the thief would come, 
he would have watched and not allowed his 
house to be broken into.  

44Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 



Revelation 16:15  
 

“Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he 
who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he 
walk naked and they see his shame.” 


